
eLesson Plan: Theatre 2: March 23-27, 2020 

Subject and Grade Level    Theatre 2: 3B & 4B: 10th Grade 
Unit Title           Elizabethan Theatre: Shakespeare 
                            Contemporary Scene Interpretation with Uta Hagen Exercises 
 
 Standard(s) 

  
SC Anchor Standard 3: I can act in improvised scenes and written scripts. 
Benchmark T.P AH.3: I can apply a variety of researched acting 
techniques to seamlessly sustain character in a complex theatrical work. 
Indicator T.P AH.3.1: I can synthesize my knowledge of acting techniques 
to create a complex character. 
 
SC Anchor Standard 7: I can examine the role of theatre through history 
and culture. 
Benchmark T.C NH.7: I can relate to character experiences of a specific 
historical time period. 
Benchmark T.C IH.7: I can create a simple scene or project by applying 
characteristics from a specific culture or historical time period. 
Indicator T.R IH.7.1 I can create a simple scene/ project using another 
historical period as an inspiration. 

Objective(s) 
 

I can understand the historical and cultural significance and influence of 
William Shakespeare on both Elizabethan Theatre and all subsequent 
Theatre.  
I can successfully create an original scene inspired by the work of William 
Shakespeare. 
I can interpret a Contemporary Scene and work to create my own  version 
of its characters with a group of peers using Uta Hagen’s Exercises to 
enhance my characterization.  

 Questions 
 

1. What were the major themes and concepts presented in the          
Elizabethan Theatre of Shakespeare? 

2. What were the major themes and ideas presented in         
Shakespeare’s Henry IV: Part 1.  

3. How would you use your creative talents to interpret a          
famous contemporary character in a scene? 

      

Instructional Design  Pacing 
Activity 1 Marlowe’s Edward II: Act 5: The student will read and perform           

one of the first successful plays to utilize iambic pentameter in           
history and discuss what they read. The student will also write a            
critical journal entry about their reading of Act 5. 

 

Activity 2 Elizabethan Theatre/Shakespeare: The Student will learn      
about Elizabethan Shakespeare Theatre and its major themes        
through a presentation.  

 

Activity 3 Henry IV: Part One: Act One: The student will read the first act             
of Shakespeare’s famous History and write a paragraph about         

 



how they would create a humorous scene involving Prince Hal          
and Falstaff.  

Activity 4 Contemporary Scene Work: The student will continue to work         
on creating their characters from their Contemporary Scene        
scripts using Uta Hagen Exercises. 

 

 
Resources 

 
Technology: Edmodo.com: Notes on Shakespeare are located under 
Folders: Notes. All plays are located under Folders: Plays/Scripts.  All of 
this is also on Teams.  
Optional: Youtube.com: Crash Course Videos on Elizabethan Theatre 
and Shakespeare: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FS2ndY5WJXA 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m5I-HO3w8w 
Email: Please email Mr. Goodrich your assignments below or turn in via 
Edmodo/Teams.  

Assignments 
 

Work Due Last Week: 
1. 3rd Nine Weeks Exam (Past Due): Email Mr. Goodrich or turn in 

on Edmodo the following based on your plan Act 4 Edward II Group 
Improv Scene: 

● A plot summary for your scene: include characters, setting, 
and any props, costumes, or tech items needed if you were 
performing this scene for an audience.  

● What themes/elements from the play are either present in 
your scene or influenced the creation of your scene.  

2. Edward II Act 5 Journals (Past Due): Please complete these 
journal assignments on Edmodo.  

3. Shakespearean Improv Journals (Past Due): Please complete 
these journal assignments on Edmodo.  

4. Contemporary Scene Journals (Past Due): Please complete these 
assignments on Edmodo.  

Work Due This Week: 
1. Henry IV: Part 1: Act One: Read Act 1 of Henry IV: Part 1 and 

write a one to two paragraph journal entry in which you describe the 
following: How would you create and act out a scene inspired by 
Prince Hal and Falstaff’s friendship/criminal behavior? Be creative 
and have fun.  The scene should be humorous in nature.  

2. Uta Hagen’s Object Exercises 1 and 2: Use the Hagen Exercises 1 
and 2 Handout to complete these exercises, using your character 
from your Contemporary Scene ad you 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FS2ndY5WJXA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m5I-HO3w8w

